
The Story of God: The Bible as Narrative 

Survey 

Act 3 – Divided Kingdom 

Joel, Amos, Hosea, & Jonah 

 
 

* Act 1 – Scenes 1-5 = Genesis 1-11 

* Acts 2 – Scenes 1-11 = Genesis 12-I Kings 10 

* Act 3 – Divided Kingdom 

 

12 Minor Prophets sprinkled throughout the Hebrew Scriptures 

* Hand out on Minor Prophet timeline 

This week we will look at 4 of the 12 Minor Prophets 

Next week, we will return to the Narrative and look at the actual Assyrian conquest and subsequent exile of Israel 

 

And remember, this week, as we look at these 4 minor prophets, one of the main goals is to see how God feels 

Again, The Story tells us a) what God wants us to know about Him for now, and b) how He desires to relate with us 

So remember what we have seen from these nations and Kings, and how long God has tolerated this crud 

And remember all the pleading and pulling God has done thru Prophets like Elijah and Elisha, and natural wonders, etc. 

 

With Joel, it has been some 130 years of waiting and pleading and pulling since the time of Solomon 

With Amos, it has been some 140 years 

With Jonah, who knows, but probably some 150 years 

With Hosea, it has been some 180 years 

And remember, that is 130-180 WITHOUT A SINGLE KING OR PERIOD OF TIME WHERE THEY 

ACKNOWLEGED GOD 

 

Joel: 

From the tribe of Rueben 

Anyone remember where that is? 

East of the Jordon 

Really not sure when he lived 

Spoke to Judah though, and specifically Jerusalem & the Priests 

Two main views as to when he lived 

a) Many believe he was early on (like Jerome), and was a contemporary of Hosea 

Around 830 BC 

The prominence of the priests and the absence of a strong king since Joash was a boy might suggest this time 

Jehoiada the Priest reigned for him 

b) This is also a reason to date the book to the Persian exile since the priests reigned 

 

The book speaks largely about a Great plague of locusts followed by a drought 

• Deut 28:38-39 

 

There are 2 distinct sections 

The first covers 1:1-2:17 – THE PLAGUE and a call to repentance 

The second covers 2:18-3:21 – future blessing and renewal 

• Joel 1:1-4 

Locusts plague coming 

• Joel 1:8-9 

Priests wail, they cannot do sacrifices even if they wanted to – there is nothing left 

• Joel 1:14 

They CRY OUT – read THEME of Narrative 

• Joel 2:6-11, 12-13 

Yet even now if they turn… 

• Joel 2:17 



Read GLORY! 

• Joel 2:18-19 

Whole text changes 

Focus is now on God’s deliverance 

You just get the sense God is sitting on the edge of His seat waiting to bless them 

• Joel 2:27 

God is also concerned with their reputation 

 

Closes with speaking of Zion, Jerusalem, His Holy Mountain 

It will last forever for His people (read Rev. 21-22) 

Then there is this obscure reference to a spring coming out of the Temple (Ez. 47) 

 

Amos: 

 

• Amos 1:1 

What can we learn from this verse? 

First, he is from Tekoa 

Anyone know where that is? 

Just south of Jerusalem and 6 miles South of Bethlehem 

It is a stones throw from the Herodium that Herod built 

 

Second, it concerns primarily Israel 

Why is this odd given where he comes from? 

God is beckoning Israel thru Judah 

 

Third, during the reign of Jeroboam II, Joash’s son, and Judah’s King Uzziah 
Around 790 BC 

This is about 70 years before Israel will be removed from their Land thru Exile 

 

Fourth, he is a sheepherder (7:14) and dresser of Sycamore trees 

Again, read THEME into this 

Many of the most significant people and images in the sacred text have to do with shepherds 

God calls Himself a Shepherd who cares for His sheep 

He is also a dressed of Sycamore Trees 

These are different than our Sycamores 

They have a small fruit like a fig with a tough husk 

Wasps germinate them, but they also lay their eggs in them and they turn the fig bitter if not exposed to the air 

As a result, the “dresser” pokes a hole in the husk and the air kills the fig and allows the fruit to ripen sweet 

The tree can literally produce up to 7 crops a year 

 

Amos often times is characterized like some lowly peasant worker 

He is actually quite sophisticated, living in a unique area bordering desert and farm land 

He is really probably an estate owner running a multi produce operation 

He is a business man if you will, not a Prophet in the classical sense 

 

Some of his messages were delivered in Bethel 

• Amos 7:10 

Why is this significant from what we know of the Story? 

One of the 2 main alternative to Jerusalem places of worship that Jeroboam established (Dan is the other) 

God sends him into the belly of the whale on this one 

When you see the summation of the Kings of Israel, and they liken each to Jeroboam, the text specifically is referencing 

in part the copy cat alters he built in Dan and Bethel to replace the Temple in Jerusalem  

God had prophesied that Bethel would go down (I Kings 14:1ff) 

 

There was evidence that times were wealthy 

• Amos 6:1-6 

This despite what moral and idolatrous poverty existed 



Corruption 

• Amos 8:5 

Injustice towards the poor 

• Amos 2:6, 8, 4:1 

Drunkenness 

• Amos 4:1 

Religious Apostasy 

• Amos 4:4 

 

Again, people translated financial prosperity with God’s blessing 

So Amos’ message must have been strange that they needed to return to God and His Word 

In the first sections, he Prophecies against Aram, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, & Moab 

Most of this is because quite frankly they treated His people poorly 

Again, you see extreme protection and Fathering in this 

Unfortunately, He must also include Israel and Judah to a lesser degree 

 

• Amos 2:9-10 

Once again, His solution is to remember the God of the Narrative and return to Him 

• Amos 3:13-14 

• Amos 4:6-7 

Again, God beckoning them thru small wake-up calls 

But their end is near 

• Amos 6:7 

He closes by  illustrating the coming destruction by five visions of judgment (7:1-9:10), and then concludes the book 

with a promise of restoration and blessing (9:11-15) AS ALWAYS 

 

 

Hosea: 

I believe he is the only written prophet from Israel that spoke primarily to Israel 

 

Says he was around during the reign of 4 Kings in Judah = Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah 

Only one King from Israel is mentioned = Jeroboam II 

Israel was extremely wealthy under Jeroboam II’s reign (Judah as well) 

Israel was able to even regain some of its lost land (see II Kings 14:25) 

Assyria was in a bit of a down turn so they were not a huge issue at this time 

You can see again what this breeds – AUTONOMOUS CONTENTMENT 

Even worse, the rich got richer and simply oppressed the poor even worse 

You can just imagine how hollow Hosea’s words were with huge prosperity, increased land, and no pushing enemy 

This would soon change with the change of Kingship in Assyria from Shalmaneser III to Tiglath-pileser III in 745 BC 

 

• Hosea 1:1, 5:1 

Audience is the Priests, Israel, and specifically the King – all inclusive 

Same time as Isaiah (1:1) 

• Hosea 2:2-9 

* Story of his marriage, divorce, remarriage, etc. 

• Hosea 2:10-13 (divorce) 

• Hosea 2:19, 20,23 (restoration) 

• Hosea 3:1-5 (remarry) 

• Hosea 5:15, 6:1-3 (response of turning) 

• Hosea 6:6-7, 8:12-14 

Result = exile 

• Hosea 9:1, 3, 7 

• Hosea 11:1-5, 8-11 

How does God feel thru all this? 

 

 



Jonah 

 

• Jonah 1:1-2 

Where is Nineveh? 

Mesopotamia (modern day Iraq) 

With what we have seen, why is this significant? 

Who is Jonah? 

What is God doing here (relative to our narrative themes)? 

God is reaching out to a Gentile Nation thru a Jew (LIGHT) (Israel AND the Nations) 

 

• Jonah 1:3 

Where is Joppa? 

On the Coast, 35 miles NW of Jerusalem 

Where is Tarshishs? 

South of Spain 

Point is, it isn’t Nineveh 

What is happening here? 

What is happening relative to our narrative themes? 

God has called a Jew to be a Kingdom of Priests, and a Light to the Nations 

And now, he doesn’t want anything to do with it 

 

Also see Jonah sinning, as an individual, against God (i.e. not systemic sin) 

 

• Jonah 1:4-6 

The sailors are Gentiles, but know something of God 

• Jonah 1:7-16 

God reaches these men despite the unfaithfulness of Jonah 

He is faithful NO MATTER WHAT 

 

Notice one more thing 

It says Jonah fell asleep 

This word is rarely used in the Hebrew text 

It literally means a Prophetic sleep…like a trance or a vision 

God again is trying to reach the Gentiles thru a vision with a Jewish Prophet and he STILL misses it 

Comical 

 

• Jonah 1:17-2 

Introduces yet another theme of crying out to God but we will look at that in another study 

• Jonah 3:1-4 

What is going on? Why does Jonah have to tell these people this bad news? What is their problem? 

Given our discussion, what do you see of the narrative themes? 

Systemic sin 

An entire society, whose system is built to hurt others 

 

• Jonah 3:5-10 

Heard the cry… 

From Oppressor to Light 

• Jonah 4:1-3 

Why is Jonah upset? 

Because they repented 

What is his call? 

Priest, Light 

• Jonah 4:4-11 

“sympathy” – “Should I not have the same sympathy for people and cattle that I do for a gord?” 

 

The entire Story of God, in 4 simple chapters 

 


